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Fall 20 17

The Pregnancy Care Center
has offered help and hope
to those facing an
unplanned pregnancy in
the greater Rockford
community for more
than 34 years.

What Sets Us Apart
The young woman arrived for her
appointment with our case
manager on a Friday morning in
September. She had a three-yearold and a three-month-old in tow,
and she sat down in the big
comfortable chair.
She explained that she had come
to The Pregnancy Care Center
exactly one year ago when she
discovered she was pregnant. She
had an ultrasound here and talked
with a mentor about her options.
Having decided to carry the baby
and parent with two other children
at home, she did not return for our
Countdown 2 Parenthood
Program.
However, she now was facing
some significant, overwhelming
issues in her life, and she did not
know where to turn for help. And
then she remembered.
“Everyone at The Pregnancy Care
Center was so kind and helpful. I
thought it would be a good place
to start with what I am facing.”

Indeed it was. Our case manager
provided a safe space, a listening
ear, and genuine compassion. She
set up a regular time to talk
through her circumstances and to
make a plan for navigating them.

Client Reviews on Google and Facebook
★★★★★
“They truly care. And NEVER try to move you in
any direction or JUDGE. I have several children
and this one was truly a surprise. I don't know
how i would have coped without everyone.”
-Suzanne

“It was such a beautiful thing,”
smiled Brittney Fry, Case Manager
at The PCC. “Kudos to the
ultrasound nurse and mentor who
showed her such love that she
thought of us a year later when
she needed help.”

★★★★★
“I appreciate everything that you're doing for
me and my fiancé and my new addition to the
family.” -Rico

Showing the compassionate love
and grace of Christ is truly what
sets The Pregnancy Care Center
apart from anyone else in town.
Our free services, practical
resources, and honest education
are all helpful, but our culture of
carving out time and space for
clients to feel safe, experience
unconditional love, and be able
to catch their breath is what often
makes all the difference.
Thank you to everyone who makes
it possible for us to be a loving
presence.

4108 Morsay Drive, Rockford, IL 61107
815.997.1200 w thepregnancycarecenter.org
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm; Friday 9 am – 1 pm

★★★★★
“Went in with my friend whose family cannot
quite know yet, and [The Pregnancy Care Center
staff] are completely anonymous along with
completely understanding. They have males and
females here to help the dad and mother talk to
another guy/girl about it.” -Brandon

★★★★★
“A place filled with blessings. Truly helpful &
caring people. So happy we are apart of the
center.” –Jasmine
★★★★★
“We had an ultrasound recently and couldn’t have
had a better experience. Every member of the
team was kind and knowledgeable. We laughed
and enjoyed the opportunity to see and hear the
new life we created. My husband and I are
thankful.” -Drea
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Fro m the
Executive Directo r
Fall is
officially
here! The
Hike For
Life was a
perfect
way to
launch into
Fall, and it was a blast. My great niece,
Mia, (pictured above) got to talk to
Spiderman five times. How thrilling!
I was reminded at the hike of the pure
joy that children experience when they
are exposed to unconditional love,
deep connection, and a sense of
belonging. These are the things we all
crave deep inside, and when we don’t
receive them, we begin to search for
them anyplace we can find them.
Sometimes people make comments to
me such as, “What do these girls think is
going to happen to them if they are
out fooling around? Don’t they think
about the fact that they could get
pregnant?”
I smile and (try to) graciously respond,
“No. They are not thinking about
getting pregnant. They are thinking
maybe this time, they will find someone
who will love them for who they are;
they are hoping to feel deeply
connected to someone (perhaps for
the first time in their life) and wanting to
actually belong. They may not know it,
but that’s what they are thinking.”
I am proud to be part of an
organization that unashamedly offers
young women and men the hope that
there is Someone who loves them
passionately and perfectly, wants to be
deeply connected to them, and offers
belonging in the beautiful family of
God. And we get to offer that love,
connection and belonging in the flesh
no matter what choices have been
made in the past.
It is my prayer that each of you- as well
as each client we see- finds pure joy in
being loved today. May you be deeply
connected to God and those you love.
And may you never question to whom
you belong.
Warmly,

Meet Our New Medical Advisory Board
At The Pregnancy Care Center, two
of our core values are professionalism
and excellence. We have been
fortunate to have amazing medical
professionals partner with us over the
years to ensure we offer excellent
services to our clients.
One of our founders was Dr. Carl
Jurgens of MercyHealth System. Our
Medical Director is Dr. John Koehler;
our Diagnostic Radiologist is Dr.
Robert Pierce along with two of his
colleagues at Summit Radiology, Dr.
Steven Bach and Dr. Michael
McConnell. Simone Locklund, RN in
Labor and Delivery at SwedishAmerican Hospital, leads our strong
team of licensed and certified
ultrasound nurses. Wymetta Crull, a
part-time nurse on staff, worked for
25 years in the NICU at Rockford
Memorial Hospital. Dr. Luke Herman
of Mercy Health System has actively
served as Vice-President on our
Board of Directors. We are affiliated
with Heartbeat International and the
National Institute of Family and Life
Advocates (NIFLA).
To further strengthen our
organization, we have formed a
Medical Advisory Board for the
purpose of 1) developing more
relationships with health professionals
who believe in our mission and can
advise us concerning medical issues
facing our industry and organization;
2) networking within the health

professions to identify potential
volunteers; and 3) providing an
annual opportunity to gather and
receive updated information on
how our organization is fulfilling our
unique mission in the community.
We are thrilled that the following
medical professionals have
volunteered to serve on our Medical
Advisory Board:
Wymetta Crull, R.N.
Linda Doherty, R.N., B.S.N.
Timothy Durkee, M.D., PhD.
Andrea Giamalva, M.D.
Luke Herman, M.D.
Brant Hulsebus, D.C.
L. Carl Jurgens, M.D.
John J. Koehler, M.D.
Kenton Lee, M.D.
Simone Locklund, R.N., C.L.C.
Michael F. McConnell, D.O.
Kimberly Mooney, R.N., B.S.N.
David G. Moore, M.D.
Steven Mull, M.D.
Dr. Hannah Orem, NUCCA
Robert H. Pierce, M.D.
Robert G. Slack, M.D.
We are grateful for the support and
partnership of these amazing nurses
and doctors as we seek to provide
the best possible service to our
clients! If you or someone you know
is a medical professional and is
interested in joining the Advisory
Board, call 815.680.5107 or email
tiffany@thepregnancycarecenter.org.

Welcome, New Nurses!
Our registered nurses do the sacred
job of introducing our clients to their
babies for the first time and helping
them connect with the life growing
inside them. In 2017, we sent 2 more
nurses to NIFLA training to receive their
certification in limited ultrasound. The
PCC invests $2000 to train each nurse,
who then commits to volunteer for at
least one year. Each nurse is licensed
after completing 50-75 supervised
ultrasounds.
We have three more nurses interested
and waiting to join the team once we
receive the needed funding for their
training.

New volunteer nurses Holly Hall and
Symphony Posley train with GE
Ultrasound Tech Jeannie Standard
at The PCC. Thanks to dozens of
pregnant “models” that volunteer
to have ultrasounds performed!
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The 2017 Hike For Life took place on Saturday, September 16 at the Midway
Village Walking Path. More than 270 people came out on a beautiful morning to
show their support for The Pregnancy Care Center. Together, everyone raised
more than $53,400, and we are incredibly grateful! Congrats to Top Fundraiser Ellie
Schneider ($3,414.50), Top Team Mark & Lois Dixon ($5015), and Top Youth Group
Hallstrom Homeschool ($16,012). Thanks to our sponsors, fundraisers, hikers, and
donors - it was a fun event honoring the value of human life and strong families!

Top Team: Mark &
Lois Dixon

Top Youth Group: Hallstrom Homeschool

Top Fundraiser, Ellie Schneider
Spiderman was a hit!

Special Music by
Andrew Robinson

Face painting by Mindy Schumacher
Lorem Ipsum

We hope you can
join us next year!

PCC Staff

Special Thanks to RFD Ladder 5!
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Wanted: Young People For Student Advisory Board
Do you know any 16-20 year olds who might love the opportunity to serve on a
Student Advisory Board for The Pregnancy Care Center? We are looking for 8-10
responsible, committed, and passionate young people to launch this board.
During the one-year commitment, students will meet monthly with Executive
Director, Tiffany Staman, to focus on leadership development, non-profit
management, community service, marketing, and fundraising. They will also
plan and execute their own fundraiser to support clients of The Pregnancy Care
Center, as well as support our major events during the year.
If you know a student who might be interested, have them email
tiffany@thepregnancycarecenter.org for an application. We will receive
applications through October 31, 2017, interview applicants in November, and
announce the Student Advisory Board members in early December. We will
have our first meeting shortly after the New Year.
This is a great opportunity for students to learn the basics of being an effective
board member and what happens behind the scenes of a non-profit. Students
will gain valuable experience, volunteer hours, and a college recommendation.
We love to invest in the lives of young people, and we are so excited to see all
that we will accomplish together!

Gifts Given
In Memory Of…
In Memory of Grace
Guerrera
Al Guerrera
In H on or of Brian & Sandra
Knabe
J. & B. Von Arx
In Memory of Herb Streed
James & Diane Bove
William & Lois Murphy
David & Arthur Streed
Donald & Elizabeth Swenson

Change For Life…
Has Your Church Partnered?
Did you know that we raise $27,000 of our annual budget by
inviting church members to save their spare change in baby
bottles to be donated to The Pregnancy Care Center? So far
in 2017, we have collected $22,278!
If you would like to help us raise the remaining $4,722, we still
have open dates in October, November, or December to
come to your church, share our mission, and invite your
church members to partner. We are scheduling 2018 as well.
Email Liz at liz@thepregnancycarecenter.org or call
815.680.5107 to schedule a Sunday. Thanks for saving your
Change for Life!

Stork Bus Launches New Midtown Location

The Stork Bus provides free & confidential
pregnancy testing, STD testing, ultrasounds
& mentoring for women in the community.

Our Stork Bus recently
launched a new location
on Wednesdays at 619
7th Street in Rockford. This
is in addition to Mondays
at 611 West State Street
and Tuesdays at 925
Belvidere Road in
Belvidere. We’ve seen
more than 100 clients so
far on the bus, and many
women have made lifechanging decisions on it.

Congratulations to Tracy Breit, Director of
Education for Positive Choices, who
recently completed training in
Chattanooga, TN and was certified as a
Sexual Risk Avoidance Specialist through
Ascend, a leading national organization in
SRA. Tracy is ready to launch into area
schools this fall with her team of eleven
volunteers. Please keep them in your
prayers as they invest in students’ lives!

Did you know that The Pregnancy Care Center meets all 20 Better Business Bureau
standards for Charity and Accountability? You can give with confidence!

Welcome, New Board Members!
Over the last few months, The Pregnancy Care
Center has said farewell to three strong board
members due to completed terms or life
circumstances. Scott Richert, Lois Dixon, and Dr. Luke
Herman all transitioned off the board, having
contributed so much over the past years.
In the meantime, God has brought some strategic
leaders to the board to provide wise leadership. We
are thrilled to welcome Cheryl Sio, President of
MembersAlliance Credit Union; Danna Krischke,
Shelter Insurance Agent; Paul Kehoe, Knights of
Columbus Insurance Agent; and Mary Beth Clausen,
Client Relations & Business Development of Morrissey
Family Businesses. Welcome!

SwedishAmerican & Chamber of
Commerce Diaper Drives
This Fall,
SwedishAmerican
Hospital is holding
their first ever diaper
drive, and they have
chosen to partner with The Pregnancy Care Center as
the recipient. On Tuesday, October 24, they hope to
deliver a truckload of diapers to our center, which will
serve clients in our Countdown 2 Parenthood Program
as well as those in emergency situations.
The Rockford Chamber of
Commerce Advantage Club
Originals also host an annual
event called “Good Morning,
Rockford!” which collects TP,
diapers and needed baby items for The PCC. This
year’s event will be held at 7:30 am on Thursday,
November 2 at The Hilton Garden Inn. A full hot
breakfast and networking is provided for a donation to
The PCC.

PCC board members Janine Schneider (Secretary), Cheryl Sio,
Michelle Bowman (Treasurer), Paul Kehoe, Tiffany Staman, Danna
Krischke, and Anita Countryman (President). Not Pictured: Pastor
Alvin White and Mary Beth Clausen.

Fall Wish List at The PCC
Supporters of The Pregnancy Care Center often ask how
they can partner with us beyond general financial
donations. Here are some specific needs (and wishes)
we currently have that you might feel led to partner
with us on… Thanks for your consideration!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yardwork Volunteers (fall landscaping clean-up)
God Girl Bibles to give to clients ($10 each)
Gas Cards for the Stork Bus
Wal-Mart Gift Cards (for needed supplies)
iPads (five needed for new database this winter)
Funds to train three new nurses (@ $2000 each)
Volunteers to help clean inside our facility
(dusting, windows, etc)
Volunteer Receptionists (Greet clients, answer
phones, enter data on computers)
Baby toiletries (body wash, shampoo, diaper
rash cream, wipes, lotion, etc)
Small Room Gifts (bibs, teethers, bottles, etc.)
New baby boy clothes (newborn to 12 months)

The average infant uses 3,000 diapers in the first year,
and one out of three families struggle to afford diapers.
When clients come for their appointments and are
committed to receiving education, we love to reward
them with the practical resources needed. Thanks to
our generous community for your compassion and
partnership!
Special thanks to Doug Price and his incredible team
at Midwest Mailworks for providing the mailing
services for our newsletter!

Saturday, October 14 from 9 am-3 pm
Central Christian Church (6595 Guilford Road, Rockford)
This shopping event is organized by MomStrong Rockford,
a ministry of Central Christian Church, as a way to support
moms who own their own small business. All vendor fees
and silent auction will support The Pregnancy Care Center.

