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F A L L  2 0 1 6  

“Never worry about  
numbers. Help one at a time, 

and always start with  
those nearest you.”  

-Mother Theresa 
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I love fall. Fall is the season of harvesting what was planted 
months earlier, trusting that something great was going to grow 
from nothing but a tiny seed.  
 
At The Pregnancy Care Center, we feel like we are planting 
tiny seeds everyday. We sow seeds of compassion, kindness, 
love, hope, and truth and pray that they take root. It is not 
often we get to see the harvest, but we trust and work 
anyway. Recently at a church, one woman approached me 
and shared that she had brought her daughter to our center 
26 years ago and it had changed their lives. Another young 
woman introduced herself and had come to our center 
seven years before. She has a beautiful seven-year-old son 
and is thriving.  

 
Earlier this year, I had the Stork Bus at a church one Sunday. There, I met a 

donor whose granddaughter had discovered she was pregnant. She brought her 
granddaughter in for an appointment, she chose to carry and parent, and we were able to mentor her 

throughout her entire pregnancy. And every week, grandma sat in our lobby and waited and prayed. She was 
planting seeds. We were planting seeds. A beautiful baby boy was born last month, and God is indeed working 
in their lives. 
 
Recently, we seem to be experiencing the grace of harvesting what we planted over many years of hard work 
and patient waiting. We are experiencing the growth that only God can provide once the seeds are planted. 
Settled in our new facility (a gift of grace!), working the Stork Bus (another gift!), and expanding our reach in the 
schools, we are seeing people continue to seek our services and make life-affirming decisions for themselves 
and their babies. Just as trees change colors before our eyes through no effort of their own, we are watching 
lives change as an act of God’s grace. Transformation is an amazing thing, and it couldn’t happen without 
your investment in The Pregnancy Care Center. Thank you for planting seeds and harvesting something 
amazing with us! Planting with you, 

On Saturday, September 10, Caraotta 
Chiropractic Orthopedic held their 23rd annual 
Better Health4Life event, providing free services for 
a donation to The Pregnancy Care Center. More 
than 200 people donated $6400! 
 
On September 20, Paul Werther of Kiwanis of 
Rockford presented a check for $10,000 to fund 
the staffing and operations of our 
Stork Bus! Thanks, Kiwanis, for 
serving the children of the world! 

Brent and Andrea Verseendaal, 
owners of All Seasons Carpet 
Cleaning, presented a check for 
$539 from a promotion they ran to 
benefit The PCC.  

These are just a few of the many 
businesses and organizations that  
give so generously! Thank you for 
investing in the lives of women, 
men, and children. 

Generous Partners in the Community 

From the Executive Director 
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The Annual Hike For Life 

200 people came out to Midway Village’s Walking 
Path on September 17 to hike for life and raise funds 
for The Pregnancy Care Center. With live music by 
Lone Canary, a bounce house, kids games, the fire 
and police department, an obstacle course, 
Hammy of the Ice Hogs, and the Chick-fil-a cow, 
there was no shortage of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The goal to raise $35,000 was a stretch over last 
year. However, through the amazing effort of all 
who participated, more than $45,500 was raised! 
Top Fundraisers who amazed us: 

• Team: Rockford House of Prayer ($2500) 

• School: Hallstrom Homeschool ($14,984) 
(pictured at right) 

• Individuals: Aidan Howard ($3340); Ellie 
Schnieder ($3152); Abigail Rozanas ($1604) 

2

Thank you to our generous sponsors!  
Subway Development ! Advanced Machine & Hennig ! 
Against the Grain Woodworking ! 
Caraotta Chiropractic ! Coyle Kiley Insurance ! Forest 
City Gear ! MembersAlliance Credit Union ! Movement 
Fitness ! The Little Chocolatier ! Woolery Dental ! Edward 
Jones ! Ingenium Technologies ! Rock Valley Credit 
Union ! Thrivent Financial 
 
Chick-fil-a ! Mary’s Market ! Meg’s Daily Grind ! Edwards 
Orchard ! Dandy Donuts ! Coca-Cola ! Home 
Environment Center ! Mondelez  
 
Thanks to Central Christian, Temple Baptist & First Free for 
providing parking and shuttle buses and to WFEN and 
WROK for promoting the event! The great photos were 
taken by Isaac Daniel of Open Mic Night Productions. 

Great 

Job! 
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Ribbon Cutting & Open House 
Thank you to the Rockford Chamber of Commerce and 
all who came out to celebrate the ribbon cutting and 
open house of our new facility. We know God has been 
preparing this space for us long before we knew about it, 
and we are grateful for each day in our beautiful new 
home! If you were not able to make it, you are welcome 
to come for a tour anytime! 



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 

5 

Partnering Churches  Help Save & Change Lives 

Thank 

you! 

Local Churches, Local Mission 
Nearly 15% of our annual budget comes from churches 
that include us in their missions budget. We want to thank 
the following churches for your support in 2016: 

Believers Bible Chapel 
Community Bible 

Cornerstone Community  
Cornerstone Family (Byron) 

Evangelical Mission Covenant 
Evergreen Covenant 

Faith Center 
Faith Community 

First Baptist (Belvidere) 
First Evangelical Free Church 

Forest City Fellowship 
Forest Hills Evangelical Free 
Gentle Shepherd Fellowship 

Grace Reformed Baptist 
Heartland 

Immanuel Lutheran – Mary Martha 
Journey Church 

Kishwaukee Presbyterian 
Maywood Free 

Mosaic Rockford 
Northeast Christian  
Redeemer Lutheran 

Rock Church 
Rockford First 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
St. Rita Catholic 
Temple Baptist 

The Grove Fellowship 
Union Church of Monroe Center 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Winnebago Evangelical Fellowship 

 

This year, the Knights of Columbus Council 4330 of St. 
Bridget Church raised over $16,000 (mostly through baby 
bottles!) which was matched by the Supreme Council to 
purchase a new portable ultrasound unit for the Stork Bus. 
We are incredibly grateful for this amazing tool! Pictured 

below is our nursing team receiving training. 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang 
It’s crazy how a little bit of change can add 
up! Every year, many local churches 
participate in our Baby Bottle Boomerang 
and give their congregants an opportunity 
to save their change for The PCC. Our 
budgeted goal this year is $25,000. Here is a 
snapshot of where we are year to date: 
 

Bethany Presbyterian:  $235 
Broadway Covenant:  $780 
Central Christian:  $20* 
Community Bible:  $55 
Concordia Lutheran:  $832 
Cornerstone Family (Byron): $1448 
Faith Center:   $1113 
Faith Community:  $420 
First Baptist (Belvidere): $611 
First Evangelical Free:  $2434   
Forest Hills Evangelical Free: $587 
Hallstrom School:  $372 
Immanuel Lutheran:  $18 
Individuals:   $332 
Journey Church:  $848 
Kishwaukee Presbyterian: $1051 
Maywood Free:  $3454 
Mosaic Rockford:  $359 
Mt. Olive Lutheran:  $334* 
Open Bible (Belvidere): $368 
Redeemer Lutheran:  $279* 
Rock Church:   $1992 
Sacred Heart Classical: $539 
St. James (Rockford):  $65* 
Temple Baptist:  $848 
Turning Point:   $455 
Westminster Presbyterian: TBA* 
             $19,849 
 
*Church is still collecting this fall. 
 
This campaign raises needed 
funds, but it also raises 
awareness and volunteers. 
THANK YOU to everyone 
who participates! 
 
If you would like for your  
church to participate, 
call Liz at 815.680.5107.  
We can work with your  
schedule, provide the  
bottles, set up a table and  
give a brief presentation,  
if desired. You can help us  
reach our goal! 



 

 

 Mark your calendars! 

November 10 @ Noon: Free Lunch and Learn (4108 

Morsay Drive, Rockford) RSVP to Liz @ 815.680.5107 

Thursday, April 6, 2017: Spring Banquet  
@ Radisson Hotel & Conference Center 

Positive Choices launches fall schedule in local schools 
Nelson Mandela said, “May your choices reflect your hopes, 
not your fears.” Our Positive Choices team is all about 
engaging and challenging students to have a hopeful vision 
for their life that drives their decision-making in ways that lead 
to life, freedom and true fulfillment. 
 
Director of Education, Aimee Orem, and eight volunteers have 
been training and preparing this summer, and they are ready 
to empower students! Here is their weekly schedule for 
Positive Choices: 
 
Tuesdays: Belvidere High School 
  Belvidere South Middle School 
  Kennedy Middle School 
Wednesdays: Eisenhower Middle School 

Harlem High School 
Thursdays: Guilford High School 
  West Middle School 
 
We hope to continue to expand our reach in the 
schools as doors open in more schools and as the 
volunteer team grows. Many schools are asking us 
to provide “guy groups” which would require male 
volunteers or staffing. If you know someone 
interested in volunteering in this ministry, contact 
Aimee@thepregnancycarecenter.oprg or call 
815.680.5103. Your prayers and support are 
appreciated as we instill hope in the next generation. 

November 1, 7:30-9 am: Good Morning, Rockford!  
Hilton Garden Inn. Free hot breakfast and networking  

for a donation of diapers or wipes for The PCC! 

In Memory or Honor of… 
 

In Memory of John Bouril 
Joan Maurici 

 

In Memory of Tony De Rose 
Karla De Rose 

 

In Memory of Karen Gendron Shafer 
George & Joan Gendron 

 

In Memory of Sally Grisanzio 
Mike Grisanzio 

Gerald & Jackie Rudolph 
Bob & Janine Schneider 

 

In Memory of Grace Guerrera 
Tom & Cathy Wilcox 

 

In Memory of Beverly Venneman 
James & Linda McClinton 

 

In Memory of Olimpia Verace 
Tecla De Vivo 


